Comparison of the perceptions from students who had and had not used in-class response systems on the use of constructed-answer questions in class. Survey questions using a 5-point Likert scale were designed at SurveyMonkey and the link emailed to students after their examinations. (A) On the 5-point scale, 1= very difficult, 2 = difficult, 3 = neutral, 4 = not difficult and 5 = not difficult at all; (B) On the 5-point scale, 1 = not useful at all, 2 = not useful, 3 = neutral, 4 = useful and 5 = very useful; (C) 1 = not important at all, 2 = not important, 3 = neutral, 4 = important and 5 = very important. 1. Allows us to think through and come up with the answers on our own as compared to choosing an answer from a set of provided options 2. Allows one to actively articulate their thoughts on a particular question 3. We learn how to structure our answers better. 4. Requires more thought, practice for explaining something without being vague or missing the point 5. The difficulty level is there to think of answers and their phrasing 6. Have to come up with the answer 7. Better preparation for exam style. 8. Better picture of what is going on 9. Easier to test flow of concepts 10. Helps us to phase our answers and decide what is relevant to the question. 11. Provided a more in-depth understanding to concepts and clarified doubts with regards to the context of the question whereas MCQs tend to only focus on one part of the question with minimal elaboration and explanation. 12. More useful in testing our understanding of concepts and allow us to think before answering instead of choosing an answer from 4options. 13. More elaboration 14. Force the students to recall back previous concept that have been taught, which is good because it is a form of revision for the students. 15. Learning to express idea more scientifically 16. Made us think. 17. It allows for a full range of answers compared to MCQs where there would be mostly 2^5 possible answers (for true/false questions). Also, it allows students to practice articulating their thoughts in a succinct way. It also reflects/reveal more completely the misconceptions, if any, that students might have. 18. Allows for more elaborate questions reduces the probability of "guessing the correct answer" may occasionally be used as a platform for posing questions to the lecturer, especially when raising your hand in the middle of a lecture can be difficult for most people 19. Framing the answer in ones own words. Makes the student think deeply about the question and not just guess. 20. MCQs are easier as the key words will be there. But short answers let us think about which key words to include and think more about it. 21. It encourages us to formulate our response appropriately so that the lecturer will be able to understand our answers. 22. More inspiring to see the answers from other students 23. Use more effort in thinking, formulating and expressing the answers
